Running Head: ALAN BALL			1
ALAN BALL			2
[bookmark: _GoBack]






Alan Ball Contribution to Literature
Name
Institution Affiliation







Alan Ball Contribution to Literature
   Alan Ball is an American screenwriter, director, producer for television, film, and theater. Alan Ball was born in Atlanta, Georgia on May 13, 1957, and raised in Marietta a state-city in Georgia. Alan was the last born in the family of four children to a homemaker and an aircraft inspector. However, his family undergone a tragic car accident when he was 13. During the accident, he was with his older sister who died in the accident but he came out unhurt.   He went to school in Marietta and attended the University of Georgia and Florida State University. From the university, he graduated in 1980 with a degree in theater arts. His work as a writer began after his college where he worked as a playwright at the General Nonsense theater company in Sarasota, Florida. During this time Alan wrote comedies and other plays for the public television, but the stories never much of recognition. However, Alan was determined to get much into the field and showcase his work and his passion. He left the Florida Theater then moved to New York. In New York, Alan created the Alarm Dog Repertory Theatre and also worked as a graphic artist in the magazine Adweek.   At the Adweek, he wrote the play Five Women Wearing the Same dress. The play got a very feedback from many recommending his work. Writing is Alan’s passion and most of his works are impressive and commendable. At this point when he wrote the play Women Wearing the Same Dress that was produced at Manhattan Class Company, the impression of the plays made his work to start getting recognition both from the workplace and public. 
But he never stopped with the first play he continued to write other plays for instance, the M word which was released at the Lucille ball festival in the year 1991 during the New American Comedy. Another play that he wrote was the Made for a Woman, Bachelor Holiday, The amazing adventure of Tense Guy and Your mother’s Butt.  These plays were amazing and got much attention that gave Alan an opportunity for the television comedy writing. Here, he wrote the television comedy Grace Under Fire, which was an opportunity to the Hollywood level.  This is how he got to the level in the Hollywood where he started his thorough work concerning the drama stories that he has written. He moved to Cybill as a writer and co-executive producer.   In the field of writing Alan has written a number of books that have seen him to different nominations and winning of awards. The field of movie has been a success to Alan since his books that he has written and produced have got good rating. Some of the books that he has written are the American beauty, true blood and Six Feet Under. However, the second play that was titled Mr. Downtown that depicted death was never successful in the box office and was canceled. But it cannot be forgotten that the work in the American beauty which was successful and earned the award for the best original screenplay in the year 1999 gave Alan an opportunity to explore more on the writing.  
The real writing that was about the American Beauty was a good start for something reasonable ,Which according to him was what he thought to be something that meant something to him. Alan tried to incorporate his life, everything that he has passed through and even his work in Adweek. The American beauty received a very good reception and this created much of the opportunity.  The film according to critics could be a success considering the fact that Alan use of his own experience that was encompassed in the work of the American beauty. The films really encompass the events that are emotional for instance, the fact that Jane plots to kill her dad (Karlyn, 2004). This would work because of the fact that Alan’s life with his father was not based on the right path. The disagreement of his family and the separation that resolved to unhappiness of the family, made the film even better. And this could be what sparked the success of the film. Getting to write and showcase what can be inspiring is a huge task that needs patience. And to Alan sometimes getting down his passion of writing would be his way to know exactly what to do. That is why before he was able to get to the level of the Hollywood, he worked and embraced other field including being a craftsman. He never stopped with the American beauty, after the cancellation of the Mr. Downtown, he wrote the Six Feet Under. The film was directed, written and produced by Alan. The film is a witty, frank, trippy and spiritual that showcases a family that owns a funeral home (Tobin, 2002). This film according to critics was funny although each episode starts with a lot of hilarious deaths. And every outlines of the episodes are detailed well. The film has received and earned Alan Ball the Directors Guild of American award in 2001 (Winter, 2004). 
The film earned the award for the best and Outstanding Directorial Achievement. Furthermore, because of the true depiction of the Gay life in some of his shows, Alan earned the Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation Stephen Kolzak Award. However, success does not come only with writing; more must be done to ensure that everything goes fine. The reception of the people about the films is important. To Alan it is making all the efforts to ensure the end is what he wanted to show.  He appears to be in the forefront to ensure that the films that he has written come to be best. He has been the director of the American beauty, producer and writer. His contribution in the literature field is overwhelming. The towelhead of 2009 was also written, directed and produced by Alan Ball. But the opposite means that the films take cannot be ignored a way that ensures the films are released to be in the best position to win the audiences.  For instance, he describes the outcome of the American beauty as more than what he originally wanted to pass across. According to Alan, sometimes it is a challenge to bring out something that everyone is pleased with and unique (Winters, 2004). This is because he does spend much of his time to watch and see the trend on the shows (Winters, 2004). However, with all the setbacks from his life as a youth has made a lot of contribution including the 2013-2016 Banshee.
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